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Thanks to all the parents who were able to attend our 

parent/teacher interview days. We had approximately 

50% of our families participate this year. We encourage 

those families who could not attend to contact their 

child’s teacher to discuss their progress and next-steps 

to focus on. Communication between home and school is 

of paramount importance to student learning and 

achievement. 

Our girls’ and boys’ volleyball teams once again had very successful seasons. 

We are so proud of their skill development, accomplishments and teamwork. 

They both played in a manner that we all should be proud of. Thanks to all 

the parents who provided transportation to the games and tournaments and 

our dedicated coaches, Mrs. Durnin, Mrs. Judson and Mr. Ballantyne! 

The Holiday Season is truly a special time of year. Seeing our students bring 

in canned and dry goods for our annual food drive is a true reflection of Byron 

Southwood’s kindness and generosity. Special thanks to Mrs. Bower’s and 

Mrs. Heard’s grade 8 classes for organizing this collection. 

During the week of December 10th to 14th we will have six Holiday concerts in 

our gym (please see school website for times). Mr. Kehler and Mrs. Fraone 

have prepared our students to put on a performance that will help everyone 

get into the holiday spirit. Our Home and School Association will also be 

providing their holiday basket raffle. Thank you so much for your donations 

and support for this major school fundraiser! 

Mrs. Irvine and Ms. de Mayo have decided to retire on December 21st. They 

will be dearly missed by all students, parents and staff!  We will have an as-

sembly to celebrate both of their careers on Thursday December 20th. 

On behalf all of the staff, we wish you and your family a very merry Christ-

mas and a happy holiday season. 



 

The Shoebox Project 
Once again, Byron Southwood has decided to 

support “The Shoebox Project” for shelters this 

holiday season. 

All donations can be brought into the school 

starting Monday, Nov. 19th until Friday, Dec. 7th. 

We are very fortunate to live in such a giving and generous com-

munity and we like to provide our students with many opportuni-

ties to give back to those who might need a helping hand. 

Students will come around to the classrooms and pick up items 

that are brought in. You can also deposit items into the drop-off 

box which will be located outside Mrs. Paulger’s 

office. 

Thanks in advance for your time and  

consideration! 

Mrs. Paulger & Mrs. Eaton 



 

 

Holiday Food Drive 

 

Byron Southwood will be hosting a Holiday Food Drive from 

December 3rd-7th! We are encouraging a different item each 

day: 

Monday—Cereal 

Tuesday—Canned Goods 

Wednesday—Pasta & Rice 

Thursday—Health Products 

Friday—Your choice! 

Grade 8 students will be around each day to gather and tally 

class donations! Thank you for supporting our London  

community! 

 

Hustle Bustle Bookmarks 

In anticipation of holiday reading, many of our 

clubs are coming together to make “Hustle Bus-

tle Bookmarks” to inspire all our Byron South-

wood readers. We are recycling empty Kleenex 

boxes, strands of leftover ribbon or string, an 

assortment of beads, etc. for this project. 

One side will be colourful, while the other side will carry a positive in-

clusive message. So please, if you have any empty Kleenex boxes at 

home, we encourage you to send them to school where we will trans-

form them into colourful bookmarks.  

Our goal is to create 565 bookmarks...one for every reader...in time for 

the holidays! 



 

The Byron Southwood library was a centre of activity this 

Fall! Classes had orientation sessions and quickly got those 

fabulous books into their hands. There are plenty of oppor-

tunities for students to work or read in the library during 

regular and open sessions. During morning recess with li-

brary passes, students may independently work or read. 

The Grade 7 & 8 Library Club has started; there are over 40 members this 

year! These wonderful, capable students submitted applications and were 

trained so that we can have an effective library. Parent volunteers are in-

valuable in assisting with such endless tasks as taping spines, repair, as-

sisting in filing, shelving books, typing lists, sorting deliveries, book fairs, 

and helping locate books for class loans. High school students can work on 

their service hours with me after school. 

Thank you for all your support for the QSP cam-

paign that started in October, and funds for this 

program will help us continue building our library 

collection with fabulous materials. If you had supported us last year, 

please do not renew through the mail, but wait until forms come home. 

Scheduled Cookie Dough delivery is Wed. Dec. 12th. What a great way to 

start early holiday shopping, and supporting our literacy goals. 

A big shout-out to the School Council for all their support again this year. 

The Forest of Reading program, library magazine subscriptions, and re-

cording devices for our awesome announcement team production are so 

greatly appreciated. These indeed enrich our learning community. 

The library was turned into a voting station this Fall, as Mrs. Campbell and 

her Gr. 4/5 students organized a Student Vote for the grade 4-8 students. 

What an authentic learning opportunity for all. Students were able to 

make their voices heard through the casting of their ballots. 

Book Nook News 

““““Books are the quietest and most constant of friends”Books are the quietest and most constant of friends”Books are the quietest and most constant of friends”Books are the quietest and most constant of friends”        
                                Charles W. EliotCharles W. EliotCharles W. EliotCharles W. Eliot        



 

What marvelous creative 

minds Byron Southwood stu-

dents have! The LEGO chal-

lenge was given to represent-

atives from grades 1-3 to 

demonstrate what they are 

thankful for. Check out the va-

riety of colour, design, and 

thoughtful reflections. 

Our Remembrance Day Assembly involved many of our students using 

their various talents in sharing song, art, drama, dance, sign language, 

and even our own honour cadet guard. The assemblies gave our school 

community a time to reflect on the sacrifice that allows us to live in a 

peaceful country. Some of our talented students included Brooklyn S. as 

the choreographer of a reflective dance piece, and Jenna M., a gifted illus-

trator whose talent enhanced our program. 

 

 

 

 

Finding that appropriate material for content and age level can sometimes 

be overwhelming for parents or teachers. One site that you 

may want to use to help is Common Sense Media; an inde-

pendent nonprofit organization dedicated to helping kids 

thrive in a world of media and technology. The site empowers 

parents, teachers, and policymakers by providing unbiased 

information, trusted advice, and innovative tools to help them harness the 

power of media and technology as a positive force in all kids’ lives. 

h�ps://www.commonsensemedia.org 

Thank you for encouraging your child to read! 

Mrs. D. Schulz 

Teacher-Librarian 



 

Communication Corner 
Speech-Language Pathology & Audiology Services 

Did you know that… 

• By the time a child is three years old, 

his/her speech should be clear enough 

for parents and friends to understand 

most of what is said 

• By the time a child is four years old, 

his/her speech should be clear enough 

for everyone to understand what is 

said 

• Some later developing sounds like s, 

z, th and r may still be problematic for 

some children in Kindergarten and the 

primary grades; however, these er-

rors should have minimal effect on 

how well their speech is understood 

• Some children, for a variety of rea-

sons, may have difficulty learning to 

produce all speech sounds 

The terms pronunciation, speech and 

articulation are often used interchange-

ably when talking about how well a child 

says his/her words. Speech sounds are 

not mastered all at once, but in an order-

ly pattern that is based on the develop-

ment of speech muscles, hearing differ-

ent sounds and using these during daily 

communication. For most children this 

process is fairly predictable and happens 

automatically but there are some chil-

dren who need extra support to develop 

their pronunciation skills. Parents can 

help speech sound development by: 

• Modeling correct production and 

slightly emphasizing the correct sound 

during conversations: 

e.g.  Child: “I saw a weally big wab-

bit” 

    Adult: “Wow! You are lucky that 

you saw a really big rabbit! I wonder 

what that rabbit likes to eat…” 

The benefit lies in the child hearing 

the correct sound while keeping the 

conversation going! 

• Showing your child how different 

sounds are made when you are look-

ing in the mirror; practicing different 

sounds; keeping your practice fun and 

playful 

• Having your child’s hearing tested if 

you have any concerns or if there is a 

history of ear problems 

If you have any questions about articula-

tion development, please contact the 

Speech-Language Pathologist at your 

school. 



 

 

Introduction of New Support for Grade 

Eight Students 

We are excited to announce new support for 

Grade Eight students as they transition to secondary schools. Research in-

dicates that cross-panel collaboration around transitions can increase grad-

uation rates by sixteen percent. 

The Thames Valley District School Board of Trustees approved allocation of 

new staff at the Board meeting on April 24, 2018. This allocation was to en-

sure that every TVDSB Elementary School was to have at least one Guid-

ance Lead Teacher to help Grade Eight students to make successful transi-

tions to secondary schools. This targeted investment in senior elementary 

students will support teachers to: 

• Prepare students for their academic transition to high school 

• Engage students in experiential learning that provides exposure to role 

models and positive examples of a diversity of careers 

• Encourage high expectations for all students and facilitate exploration of 

all pathways options 

In order to support students’ transitions, Elementary Guidance Lead Teach-

ers will create a Student Learning Individual Profile (SLIP) for each Grade 

Eight student informed by the student’s: academic data, myBlueprint Info, 

Student Reflections on Experiential Learning, and input from the student’s 

teachers. 

As in the past, students will continue to use myBlueprint to complete their 

Individual Pathways Plan, and to submit courses for TVDSB secondary 

school registration. Individual Education Plans created in elementary 

schools will transition electronically to the TVDSB secondary school in which 

your child registers. 

We love having parents/guardians as partners, so please ask your child 

about conversations they have had about transition planning. Should you 

have any questions about the support we are providing, please contact 

your child’s Elementary Guidance Lead, or Administration. 



 



 

 



 

Holiday Basket Raffle 
We will be collecting items for our basket raffle until 

December 5th. 

 

Basket Themes: 
Mrs. Dietrich/Mrs. Gibbon—GIRL BASKET (K-3) 

Mrs. Hargreaves/Ms. Koebel—BOY BASKET (K-3) 

Mrs. Juras/Mrs. deLange—CRAFT TIME BASKET 

Mrs. Jenson/Mrs. Sandic—CRAFT TIME BASKET 

Mrs. Dow—DOG LOVER BASKET 

Miss Filipcic—PAMPER YOURSELF BASKET 

Mrs. Napier—WINTER FUN BASKET 

Mrs. Barrett—FAMILY FUN BASKET 

Mrs. Stuart—FESTIVE SEASON BASKET 

Mr. McCavitt—MAN CAVE BASKET 

Mrs. MacDonald—FAMILY READING BASKET 

Mrs. Irvine—ITALIAN EVERYTHING BASKET 

Ms. Davison—BOY BASKET (Gr. 4-8) 

Miss deMayo/Mr. Lamure—GIRL BASKET (Gr. 4-8) 

Ms. Campbell—WARM ME UP BASKET 

Mr. Hodson—CAT LOVERS BASKET 

Mrs. Steinback—FESTIVE SEASON BASKET 

Mr. Fradgley—GARAGE/SHED BASKET 

Mrs. Durnin—SPORTS FAN BASKET 

Mr. Ballantyne—BAKERS DELIGHT BASKET 

Mrs. Judson—GOODIE BASKET 

Mr. Ebel—GOODIE BASKET 

Mrs. Heard—CHOCOLATE OVERLOAD BASKET 

Mrs. Bowers—CHOCOLATE OVERLOAD BASKET 



 

 



 

Sun Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat 

  

 

 

 

   1 

2 3 
Swim to  

Survive 

(Irvine) 

Holiday 

Food Drive 

Week 

4 
Pizza Lunch 

 

 

Swim to  

Survive 

(McCavitt) 

5 6 7 

JK-Gr. 1 

to Wizard 

of Oz 

Field Trip 

8 

9 10 11 

Subway 

Lunch 

Christmas 

Concert 

(Gr. 5-8) 

9:15 & 

2:00 

12 

QSP 

Cookie 

Dough 

Pickup 

13 

Christmas 

Concert  

(Gr. 1-4) 

9:15 & 

2:15 

14 

FDK  

Christmas 

Concert 

9:30 & 

2:00 

15 

16 17 18 

Pizza 

Lunch 

 
Concert 

Band to 

Longworth 

19 20 
Wok Box 

Munch Day 

Concert 

Band to 

Richmond 

Woods 

21 

Last day 

of 

School 

in 2018! 

22 

23 

 

30 

 

24 

 

31 

 

25 26 27 28 29 

DECEMBER 2018 


