
 

Principal’s Message 

Byron Southwood P.S. 
S P R I N G  2 0 1 9  

I trust everyone had a relaxing March Break. It is hard to believe 

how quickly the weather can change in one week. Hopefully the 

days continue to gradually get warmer but I am sure we will  

experience one more snow storm before Spring actually arrives, 

which I’m sure would make our skiers and boarders ecstatic  

prolonging Boler’s ski season. 

Before the break our Boys and Girls Intermediate basketball  

seasons came to an end. Both teams once again represented By-

ron Southwood in a manner we can all be proud of. The girl’s team this year qualified 

for the TVDSB finals held at Clarke Road Secondary School. To say their effort was 

anything but fantastic would be an understatement. These girls played their hearts 

out winning the TVDSB AA Silver Medal. Never in my career have I seen such an 

amazing group of girls both playing and supporting one another. Congratulations and 

best wishes to all our grade 8 graduating athletes! Special thanks to all our coaches 

for their time and effort supporting our extracurricular programs. 

Our grade 3 and 6 teachers have once again begun preparing their students for this 

year’s EQAO testing which begins after the long weekend in May. On April 23rd, start-

ing at 5:00 p.m. we will be holding an EQAO Math Information session in our Learning 

Commons (Library). This session is intended to take our grade 3 and 6 students and 

parents through several typical EQAO math questions and show how a question is 

scored (Levels 1 to 4). We are hoping that you will join us before the session for pizza 

and refreshments at 4:30. We will be sending invitations to all grade 3 and 6 families 

next week. Please return the remittance portion so we can order the appropriate 

amount of food and refreshments. 

We received a special notice from the TVDSB Award of Distinction Committee again 

on Wednesday. We are very proud to announce that Gordon Sproule has been chosen 

to receive the prestigious volunteer award this year. I cannot think of a more worthy 

recipient. Gord has to be the greatest volunteer that has ever graced a school in On-

tario. Special thanks to everyone who wrote letters of support and Mrs. McKeown who 

coordinated Mr. Sproule’s proposal!! 

Just a reminder of some school events coming up in the near future: Goodwill Drive 

(April 12), EQAO Night (April 23), Family Dance (April 26), JK Open House (May 9), 

Jump Rope for Heart (May 17), EQAO (May 21-June 3), Summer Send-Off (June 14), 

Grade 8 Graduation (June 21), SK Graduation (June 24). 

Mr. Clark 



 

 

 

Hustle Bustle  

Bookmarks 
Our GSA and Eco Club 

made bookmarks out of 

recycled Kleenex boxes, 

with a special mes-

sage on the back. 

Thanks to Karra B., 

Keira K., & Isabelle 

V., for their extra 

hard work in helping 

to foster a student 

body that includes 

everyone! 

Pink Shirt Day has become a symbol of inclusion 

in our efforts to stop bullying. Southwood stu-

dents and staff supported this year’s Pink Shirt 

Day by wearing pink, exploring videos and raising 

awareness. 



 

Girls Basketball 
Our Girls Basketball team, Pyper, Inessa, Karla, Brodie, Raegan, Rachel M., Dara, 

Maya, Caleigh, Samanta, Rachel S., Keira and Brooke, took home the silver medal at 

Valleys on March 2nd! Congratulations on a great season! And a big thank you to 

Mr. Ebel and Mr. Kehler for your awesome coaching! 

 
Media Literacy exploration of Super  

Heroes, and their impact! Our Grade Ones 

know a lot about Super Heroes; “They 

save the day; They work  

together; They are helpful; 

They have superpowers”! 



 

Congratula�ons Mr. Sproule! 
 

 

 

We are so thankful for Mr. Sproule! Congratulations on 

your TVDSB Award of Distinction, and thank you for all you do 

for Byron Southwood’s staff, students, and our community! 

Goodwill Fundraiser 

Our Spring Goodwill clothing donation drive will be happening 

again this year! Watch for bags to be coming home soon (or 

use your own bags to start collecting now!), and drop-off 

dates have been confirmed for April 12 & 13.  Our School 

Council/Home & School fundraising goals always include tech-

nology improvements and music/

library, but currently we are working  

towards an outdoor  

classroom/gazebo for an  

alternative learning space!  



 

Op�mist Club of Byron Easter Egg Hunt 
The Optimist Club of Byron will hold its annual Easter Egg Hunt 

on Saturday, April 20, 2019 at Boler Mountain (London Ski 

Club), 689 Griffith St. 

Registration is at 11:00 a.m. and Egg Hunt begins at 12:00 

noon sharp. 

Age Groups: 

4 and under 

5-7 years 

8-10 years 

Cost: $3/child. Please bring your own bag or  

basket. Maximum 10 eggs per child. 

The eggs will be filled with candy and possibly a coupon for a 

chocolate bunny. Please dress for cold and possibly wet weath-

er. Sturdy, waterproof shoes are recommended. 

Talent Show 
 

It’s that time of year again! Auditions 

have been completed and our  

finalists are excited to showcase their 

talents on Thursday, April 25. The 

show times will be at 9:15 a.m. and 

1:00 p.m. if you would like to attend. 

Looking forward to seeing our  

students shine! 

Mr. Hodson and Mrs. MacDonald 



 

The library has been full of exciting new programs. 

January was the start of the Forest of Reading pro-

gram that is kindly sponsored by the Home & School 

Council. This program celebrates excellence in Ca-

nadian literature for children. There are over 50 in-

dependent readers from our school participating in 

this program as they strive to read their reading 

goal before mid-April to be eligible for voting. The Primary division will be 

reading 10 Blue Spruce picture books with follow-up activities as their goal 

before voting. Check out the Ontario Library Association website for more 

details about this program. 

The Library Learning Commons continues to be a busy place 

every day for students to read, complete research, code, etc. 

On March 5th, Mrs. Van Hees our instructional coach will be 

leading a workshop in the afternoon for nominated peer 

coaches to learn about some exciting apps and Chromebook programs. 

These students will be expected to help coach other peers how to use 

these exciting new tools that can help demonstrate their learning and re-

port back in April showing some of their classmates’ work. This Tech Nin-

jas program is for our Grade 3-8 classes. 

The grade 4-6 classes were invited to the Library to be involved in a Book 

Tasting Event. This allowed students to rotate 

through various tables with a variety of genres 

and new possible titles to check out later. Often 

we need to encourage students to try something 

different, expand their tastes in other areas.  

Bon Appetit! 

Book Nook News 

““““To learn to read is to light a fire”To learn to read is to light a fire”To learn to read is to light a fire”To learn to read is to light a fire”                            

            Victor Hugo, Les MiserablesVictor Hugo, Les MiserablesVictor Hugo, Les MiserablesVictor Hugo, Les Miserables        



 

It is always an exciting time when the Book Fair arrives at our school! Not 

only are our students able to find a fabulous book, but the funds raised 

help to add material to our library. We certainly have had 

such capable, faithful volunteers over the many years, 

including Mrs. Dowding, Mrs. Stapleton, and Mrs. Sharpe. 

Our Learning Commons is such a vibrant place because 

of so many who invest in it. 

 
On January 28th, we had a visit from Mr. Terence Kernaghan, former 

teacher and current MPP for London North. He spoke to our grade 5 stu-

dents about government. 

Dear Mr. Kernaghan, 

Thank you for coming to our school, we really liked how you taught us in 

a fun way. We love how you shared about your job, you helped us under-

stand about the three levels of government. It was interesting how 

something has to go through three levels of government to become law, 

we learned a lot about politics. 

It was pretty cool that you had your own website to teach people what 

the federal government, provincial government, and municipal govern-

ment takes care of. 

You made us wonder… 

How much Hydro makes in a year? 

What level of government you would 

like to go to in the future? 

Were any of your family members into 

politics? 

How old were you when you got into 

politics? 

Did you start out as a councilor of the 

municipal government? 

On behalf of our school Byron Southwood, we appreciated, learned and 

were amazed by your trip to our school. We all know a lot more about 

politics than we used to. 

From your future politician & architect, Eric & Dane! 



 

Communication Corner 
Speech-Language Pathology & Audiology Services 

March Break is approaching and you may 

have more time to spend with your child. 

There are many opportunities throughout 

the day to help  your child develop better 

communication skills. You can help any-

time and anywhere—a car trip, grocery 

store, bus ride, at the park, making din-

ner… 

Listening is Important 

When you listen, your child will be en-

couraged to talk more. When you listen, 

you also teach your child to listen– and 

listening is one of the main ways children 

learn. 

• Show you are listening by rephrasing 

what your child is saying or comment-

ing on it. For example your child says 

“Amanda is my friend.” You say, “You 

like Amanda and have fun playing 

with her.” 

• Look at your child to show you are lis-

tening. For a younger child, get down 

to his or her level. 

Talk with Your Child 

Watch a favourite TV show together and 

then talk about it (e.g.; Who was your 

favourite character? What surprises hap-

pened? How various characters felt at 

different times? Etc). Enjoy conversa-

tions with your child whenever you can– 

during a meal, on a walk, doing an er-

rand or chore, shopping… 

• Many younger children make some 

mistakes in speech. Try not to com-

ment on the mistake. Instead simply 

repeat what was said using the cor-

rect words or sounds. For example, 

your child says, “I goed outside.” You 

might say, “Oh, you went outside.” It 

is important to keep the conversation 

going. 

• If you don’t understand what your 

child is saying, ask him/her to repeat 

the information or ask a leading ques-

tion based on what you did under-

stand (e.g., “I know you were with 

grandpa. Where did you go?”). 

Encourage Reading 

This cannot be said too many times! 

Read to your child. Have him or her 

read to you. Let your child see you 

read different information (e.g., 

books, newspaper, recipes, schedules, 

flyers, directions, bills, notes, signs, 

etc). 

• Go to the library together. Check out 

the library’s special programs! 

• Make a scrapbook about your March 

Break fun. Add pictures, photos, stick-

ers, drawings and writing. 

• Consider new places to read. 

Enjoy Language 

Help your child be crea-

tive with language. 

• Tell stories, play word 

games, give diaries as 

gifts. 

• Write letters to friends and relatives. 

Best wishes for a safe, happy and  

communicating break! 



 

 

School Cash Online 
The TVDSB School Cash Online payment system allows you to pay for field trips and 

other school-related costs in a safe, secure and simple way. We currently have 98% 

of our families signed up for School Cash Online! Amazing! 

If you are already signed up for School Cash Online, just a reminder 

to please not send in cash for field trips. When you receive an email 

notification that there is an item available for purchase, please log 

in and pay as soon as possible to avoid a last minute scramble. 

Thank you! 



 



 



 

Sun Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat 

 1 

 

2 
Pizza Lunch 

 

3 4 
Wok Box 

Lunch 

5 

PD Day 

6 

7 8 9 
Subway 

Lunch 

10 11 

 

12 
Goodwill 

Fundraiser 
 

13 

 

14 15 
Forest of 

Readers 

Lunch at 

Mandarin 

 

16 
Pizza Lunch 

 

 

17 

 

18 

 

19 

Good  

Friday 

 

20 

21 22 

Easter 

Monday 

23 
Subway 

Lunch 

24 25 26 
FDK Spring 

Concert—

2:15 

Family 

Dance Night 

 

27 

28 

 

29 

 

30 
Pizza Lunch 

 

Concert 

Band to 

Clara  

Brenton 

    

APRIL 2019 



 

Sun Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat 

  

 

 1 2 
Kindergrad 

Photos 

 

Track & 

Field Meet 

3 4 

5 6 7 
Subway 

Lunch 

8 
Concert 

Band Arts 

Festival 

9 10 
Forest of 

Trees 

11 

12 13 
Grade 7 

Immuniza-

tions 

14 
Pizza Lunch 

 

Grade 5-8 

Spring 

Concert— 

9:15 & 

2:00  

15 
Class  

Picture Day 

16 
Grade 1-4 

Spring 

Concert—

9:30 & 

2:15 

Pasta 

Lunch 

17 
Jump Rope 

for Heart 

18 

19 20 

Victoria 

Day 

21 
Subway 

Lunch 

 

Grade 8’s 

to Camp 

Celtic 

22 23 24 
Grade 8’s 

Back from 

Camp  

Celtic 

25 

26 27 28 
Pizza Lunch 

29 30 31  

MAY 2019 


