
 

Principal’s Message 

Byron Southwood P.S. 
F E B R U A R Y  2 0 1 9  

We have been par�cipa�ng in professional development at staff 

mee�ngs to build teacher capacity at Byron Southwood during the 

month of January and the first part of February. Our school goal this 

year is: Students will become confident problem solvers who demon-

strate flexibility with numbers and can effec�vely communicate their 

learning. We have also focused on Universal Design and Differen�ated 

Instruc�on in the classroom. Many people would find it difficult to be-

lieve that over 5% of students between grades 5-8 in TVDSB have been iden�fied with learning 

disabili�es. Today it is quite common to have several students in a class using technology to ac-

cess the curriculum and to be using voice to text their responses to demonstrate their 

knowledge. Teachers today plan each lesson to accommodate a wide range of needs. Teaching 

strategies obviously differ depending on the grade, but there is a shi2 in educa�on to promote 

student voice and encourage innova�on. 

We are pleased to announce that Mr. Lewis has been hired as our new grade three teacher re-

placing Mrs. Irvine. Mr. Lewis is from London and was teaching at Mrs. Ingram’s school (Evelyn 

Harrison) before he was recruited to become a Southwood Spi9ire. We are also pleased to wel-

come Mr. Duperron-Haynes as our new grade four/French prep teacher replacing Ms. de Mayo. 

To top it off we also have Mr. Chassikos returning, so as a hockey coach might say, “we are now 

almost at full strength!” 

I cannot thank our dedicated teachers enough who coach our teams and provide our extra-

curricular ac�vi�es/clubs for our students. The Canadian winter can be very long, cold and 

daun�ng; by providing these extra-curricular opportuni�es to par�cipate truly makes the school 

experience rewarding, fun and memorable! 

On another posi�ve note, the days are slowly growing longer and the weather forecast indicates 

several temperatures above zero degrees, so we know Spring is on its way. Thanks again to the 

hard work of our Parent Council/Home & School Associa�on. Special thanks to those parents that 

will be accompanying Mrs. Gilbert and myself to see Dr. Debbie Pusher’s presenta�on on the im-

portance of Parent Engagement this Monday at the London Conven�on Centre. 



 

Toonie Tuesday 

Consider bringing in a Toonie on Tuesday, February 12th for 

the Thames Valley Education Foundation’s Caring Fund! 

In its short history, The Caring Fund has changed 

lives in our communities. It has provided toilet-

ries and clothing when a student’s possessions 

were destroyed in a house fire, purchased winter 

boots for children in an impoverished family, and 

delivered food when cancer ravaged a local family’s stability 

and income. These are our kids and our families, and sadly 

there are many more examples we could give. 

The Toonie Tuesday campaign adds resources to the Caring 

Fund to meet student needs as they arise across Thames Val-

ley. Every dollar we raised is directed back into our own school 

communities. 

Together we can make a difference for our students. 

Pop Can Tabs 
Pop Can Tabs can continue to be sent into our school—THANK 

YOU! 

Byron Southwood collects pop tabs as a fundraiser (the tabs 

are sold at a local recycling depot) to as-

sist a child that TVCC has designated as 

needing a wheelchair. Please drop off your 

pop can tabs at our school office. 

Miss Rielhof 



 

Kindergarten Registration for 2019-2020 

Kindergarten Registration will run from January 21st to 

February 8th, 2019. 

To register, please visit the TVDSB website for our new Online 

Pre-Registration process and follow the steps under Parents > 

Kindergarten Program. We require proof of child’s age (e.g. 

birth certificate) and proof of address (e.g. utility bill, sale or 

lease agreement). 

Eligibility Requirements: 

• Child must be 4 years old by December 

31/19 for JK Registration 

• Child must be 5 years by December 31/19 for 

SK Registration 

If you have any questions about the registration process, 

please call the school at 519-452-8100. 

School for the Arts Admissions 

Lester B. Pearson School for the Arts will be holding  

Selections Workshops in March for Grades 3-7 to start 

September 2019. The application is online https://

pearson.tvdsb.ca and the link for payment 

should appear at the end of the  

application.  

Applications and payment must be  

received by January 31st, 2019. No late  

entries will be accepted. 



 

Kindergarten Art 

The students in Mrs. Juras and 

Mrs. DeLange’s class were very in-

terested in creating at the art cen-

tres and during design challenges 

in the first term.  

We asked the students if an art 

studio would be a fun new centre 

and everyone agreed that it would 

be! We went to work creating the 

studio, adding easels and artist 

tools. The students enjoyed work-

ing with paint, creating land-

scapes and people.  

Next, we decided that a paint 

night would be a fun activity and 

looked for any artists in the com-

munity who would be willing to 

help with this. Thank you to Leah 

Bensette who was the perfect art 

teacher, leading the students on a 

step-by-step winter landscape 

scene using canvas and acrylics.  

We are looking forward to an up-

coming trip to the 

Lambeth Art Studio 

where we will work 

with glass to create a 

sun catcher! 



 

Eco Club Litterless Lunches 
The Eco Club would like 

to remind you about lit-

terless lunch days this 

year. All students are 

asked to bring in a litter-

less lunch every Thursday and awards 

will be handed out to the two classes 

that have the least amount of litter. 

(You can choose to have litterless 

lunches on other days as well!) 

We have been hearing more about the 

increasing size of the “Great Pacific 

Garbage Patch” in the news and evi-

dence of waste is present all around 

us as we go for walks and see gar-

bage on the ground. 

We would like to raise more aware-

ness about how we shop and pack. 

Consider buying foods in bulk and 

packing them into reusable containers 

for lunches. Buying less processed 

foods and more natural foods will also 

help cut down on the amount of gar-

bage reaching our waterways and 

dumps. We are including ideas to help 

as you transition to litterless lunches. 

Many thanks from the Eco Team...and 

Mother Earth too! 

“Unless someone like you cares a 

whole awful lot, nothing is going to 

get better. It’s not.” 

Dr. Seuss, The Lorax 

 

 

Tips: 

• REUSABLE lunch carrier 

• REUSABLE containers (Tuooerware, 

Rubbermaid) 

• REUSABLE drink bottle or Thermos 

• CLOTH NAPKIN to wash and re-use 

• SILVERWARE to wash and re-use 

• HEALTHFUL snacks 

NO THANK YOU 

• NO paper or plastic bags 

• NO plastic wrap, foil, wax or 

Styrofoam 

• NO single-use cans or juice boxes 

• NO paper napkins 

• NO plastic forks/spoons 

• NO overly packaged/processed 

snacks 

Why pack a litterless lunch? 

• It reduces packaging waste 

• It’s cheaper 

• It’s healthier 



 

Communication Corner 
Speech-Language Pathology & Audiology Services 

During winter, many children develop colds and sore throats. 

There may also be inflammation, infection, fluid in the middle ear 

and/or ear wax build up in the ear canal. For some children, hear-

ing skills are reduced and subsequently school performance may 

be affected. Repeated ear infections and build up of middle ear flu-

id may result in long periods of fluctuating hearing loss that inter-

fere with how well a child is able to hear in the classroom. 

Here are some signs that can occur alone or together that may  

require a medical follow-up: 

• Ear pain 

• Fever 

• Discharge from the ear (it may be 

clear) 

• Pulling or scratching the ears 

• Misunderstanding directions 

• Wanting the television to be louder than usual 

• Irritability/loss of energy 

Please contact your family physician if you think your child has an 

ear problem or if you have any concerns about your child’s hear-

ing. Your family physician may arrange to have your child’s hear-

ing formally assessed by an Audiologist. It is important for your 

child’s teacher to know if your child is having hearing and listening 

challenges. There are a variety of strategies teachers will use to 

support better hearing and listening in the classroom. 

Best wishes for a healthy New Year! 



 

Communication Corner 
Speech-Language Pathology & Audiology Services 

We all know that parents, care-

givers or other family members 

are a child’s first teachers. The 

beginnings of many important 

social skills happen long before a 

child starts school and there are 

many more social skills during 

day-to-day activities. The follow-

ing list of skills is related to 

friendship. Think about your 

child and choose some skills to 

practice during the month of 

February: 

• Introducing oneself 

• Beginning a conversation 

• Joining a conversation 

• Ending a conversation 

• Playing a game: understand-

ing and following the rules 

• Including others in games and 

activities 

• Being a good sport; learning 

how to lose 

• Asking for help 

• Asking for a favour 

• Helping a classmate 

• Giving and receiving compli-

ments 

• Sharing 

• Taking turns 

• Saying sorry 

• Being polite 

• Using good manners 

• Learning how to disagree ap-

propriately 

• Expressing hurt and disap-

pointment 

Friends care, friends share, 

friends are fair. Let’s have 

friends everywhere! 



 

 



 

 



 

February 2019 
Sun Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat 

     1 2 

3 4 5 

Subway 

Lunch 

 

6 
Popcorn 

Day 

 

Racing 

Against 

Drugs (Gr. 

5/6) 

7 8 
Report 

Cards 

Home 

JK/SK 

Skating 

Trip 

9 

10 11 12 

Pizza 

Lunch 
 

13 

Concert 

Band to 

Saunders 

14 

Wok Box 

Lunch 

Dufflebag 

Theatre 

15 

Carnaval 

 

16 

17 18 

Family 

Day 

19 

Subway 

Lunch 

 

20 

Ski Trip 

(Gr. 

4/5/6) 

 

Popcorn 

Day 

21 22 23 

24 

 

25 

Book Fair 

Week 

26 

Pizza 

Lunch 

 

27 

Grade 

7/8 to 

Silvercity 

28   


