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Principal’s Message 

Byron Southwood Public School is a very special 

place to learn. As an entire staff we start the year 

reviewing our most recent EQAO data,  

identifying areas of strength and areas where we 

need to focus more on to improve student 

learning and achievement. Although EQAO is 

only one of many types of assessments we use 

for planning instruction (EQAO questions are 

directly aligned to the Ontario Curriculum), it has 

become obvious that of the three question types 

presented in math, (knowledge, application, 

thinking) we need to expose our students more 

to thinking questions. It is also evident that we 

need to focus our efforts on the Measurement 

Strand especially regarding metric conversions. 

Please see the two released questions.  

We can never thank all the parents, grand-

parents and community members who volunteer 

their time at Byron Southwood. Our volunteers 

do so many wonderful things: read to students, 

help organize and deliver hot lunches, assist 

students writing their thoughts, coach teams, 

the list is endless. At a recent School Council 

meeting one of our new members said that she 

couldn’t believe how many parents attended. 

Thank you all so much for what you do for our 

school!!  

Grade 3  EQAO Example: 

Deepak reads for 30 minutes each night before bed.   

After 2 weeks, has Deepak read for more than 6 hours? 

Circle one: Yes No 

Justify your answer. 

Grade 6  EQAO Example: 

Mr. Scott plans a class trip for the 30 students in his 

class. He must pay the following costs per student: 

 admission: $3.00 

 Bus: $10.40 

 Snack: $5.55 

 Supplies: $7.31 

Round the costs to the nearest dollar and use them  

to estimate the total cost for the 30 students. 

Show your work. 



Book Nook News 
Excitement in the air, it is that time of the year for the 

announcement of the new nominees for the Forest of Reading 

programs. The Forest of Reading is Canada’s largest recreational 

reading program! This initiative of the Ontario Library 

Association (OLA) offers seven reading programs to encourage a 

love of reading in people of all ages. The Forest of Reading helps 

celebrate Canadian books, publishers, authors and illustrators. 

More than 250,000 readers participate annually from their 

School and/or Public Library. All Ontarians and Canadians are 

invited to participate via their local public library, school, or 

individually.  

Our library has received several copies of 

different Forest of Reading categories, kindly 

sponsored by the Home and School Council. 

Check out the Ontario Library Association’s website for more 

information on this exciting reading program - http://
www.accessola.org/web/OLA/Forest_of_Reading/

Nominated_Lists/OLA/Forest_of_Reading/

Current_Program_Year.aspx . You may want to already look for 

these books at your local bookstore or public libraries. Support 

the love of reading for your child. FDK to Gr. 3 classes will be 

participating in the Blue Spruce program as part of their library 

programming. Gr. 4 – 8 students will be invited to be part of the 

independent reading program for the Silver Birch and Red Maple 

categories. Their task will be to read 5 books and conference 

with me.  

One of my favourite things to do during the holidays is to go to 

the London Public Library and take out a stack of books. Nothing 

is more special than cuddling under the covers on a snowy day to 

just read. Escape to another world through books! Don’t forget 

to check out our own eBo collection. Use the link below and 

bookmark it for easy future use. https://
wbb55957.follettshelf.com/shelf/servlet/presentshelfform.do?

site=55957. You need to get your child to enter their username 

that they use at school and the common password is books. Try 

to encourage your child to discover the local Public Library during 

the holidays and find that special book too. Check out the audio 

books in the library, some audio books can be downloaded onto 

iPods or purchase one on line if you are planning a long trip. 

Check out the website for the Hoopla options with the London 

Public Library.  What a great way to keep everyone occupied and 

happy. Have a wonderful holiday season with family and friends. 

A room without books is like a body without a soul.@  
Cicero (106 BC - 43 BC)   

Happy Holiday Reading 

                         Mrs. Schulz 

The Hour of Code is a global movement reaching tens of millions of students in 
over 180 countries. Check out the site https://hourofcode.com/ca to see how easy 
it is to offer to the students. Just click on activities and you will find over 50 differ-
ent programs and levels with tutorials so students can easily start coding right 
away. Help our school community be part of the world wide incentive.  

It would be great to have everyone participate during the week of Dec. 9– 15th  
as part of Computer Science Week. 
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Once again, Byron Southwood P.S. has decided to 

support "The SHOEBOX PROJECT" for shelters this 

holiday season. 

All donations can be brought into the school 

starting Monday, November 26th until Friday. 

December 6th. Please read over the information  

below for suggestions and ideas on items that 

would be appropriate for the SHOEBOXES. 

We are very fortunate to live in such a giving and 

generous community and we like to provide our 

students with many opportunities to give back to 

those who might need a helping hand. In 2017, 

our community was able to assemble 40 boxes 

and in 2018, we increased to 62 boxes. 

You can deposit items into the drop-off box 

which is located outside Mrs. Paulger’s office. 

Thanking you in advance for your time and 
consideration in regards to this worthwhile 
endeavor. 

Sincerely, 

Mrs. Paulger & Mrs. Eaton 



 

The Eco Club would like to remind you about our 
litterless lunch days and our new schedule. All 
students are asked to bring in a litterless lunch 
every Wednesday. (You can choose to do so on 
other days as wellJ) We have been hearing more 
about the increasing size of the ‘Great Pacific 
garbage patch’ in the news and evidence of waste 
is present all around us as we go for walks and see 
garbage on the ground. http://www.cbc.ca/news/
technology/great-pacific-garbage-patch-
1.4582626 . We would like to raise more 
awareness about how we shop and pack, 
reducing our use of plastics. Consider buying 
foods in bulk and packing them into reusable 
containers for lunches. Buying less processed 
foods and more natural foods will also help cut 
down on the amount of garbage reaching our 
waterways and dumps. We are including ideas 
below to help as you transition to litterless 
lunches. Many thanks 
from Eco Club…… and 
Mother Earth too! 
We will be recycling 
markers this year through 
the Crayola Recycling 
program. Any type of 

markers are accepted though. We will have a bin 
in the office if you would like to drop them off.  
 
“UNLESS someone like you cares a whole awful 
lot, nothing is going to get better. It's not.”  

Dr. Seuss, The 
Lorax 

Tips: 

Here are some ideas  
» REUSABLE lunch carrier  
» REUSABLE containers 
(Tupperware, Rubbermaid)  
» REUSABLE drink bottle or 
thermos  
» CLOTH NAPKIN to wash and re-use  
» SILVERWARE to wash and re-use  
» HEALTHFUL snacks  

 

 

 

 

 
 

NO THANK YOU! 
NO paper or plastic bags 
NO plastic wrap, foil, wax or Styrofoam 
NO single-use cans or juice boxes 
NO paper napkins 
NO plastic forks/spoons 
NO overly packaged/processed snacks 

Why Pack A Litter-Less Lunch? 
• It reduces packaging waste 
• It’s cheaper 
• It’s healthier 

CLUB  

http://www.cbc.ca/news/technology/great-pacific-garbage-patch-1.4582626
http://www.cbc.ca/news/technology/great-pacific-garbage-patch-1.4582626
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Congratulations  
to our boys volleyball team who 

had a very successful round of 

season play and reached the semi-

finals in playoffs. We are very 

proud of the effort and dedication 

they placed into the season, as they 

rarely let a deficit discourage them, 

but used it as a chance to improve 

and learn about the 

game. Congrats on a great season, 

and good luck to our athletes in 

grade 8 who displayed valuable 

leadership skills! 

Mrs. Judson and  

Mr. Ballantyne  

     A Note From the Music Room 
Yes, that festive time of year is around the corner!  And with it, come our 
Christmas Concerts in the month of December.  We have had a wonderful 
start to the school year in the music room, with many strong singers and 
players preparing a great concert for the community.  We also have some 
very talented beginner players that are excited to share with you how far 
their playing abilities have come in such a short time.  Please feel free to 
join us for some great performances during the second week of 
December.  Below are listed the times and dates for the two different 
concerts we will be showcasing this year. 

Gr. 5-8 Christmas Concert 

Tuesday, December 10th  9:15am Morning Performance 
                                              2:00pm Afternoon Performance 

Gr. 1-4 Christmas Concert 
Thursday, December 12th, 9:15am Morning Performance 
                                                2:15pm Afternoon Performance 

Please feel free to attend.  We appreciate having a full house and sharing 
the pieces we have prepared with the community, friends, and family. 

Mr. Kehler 



Remembrance Day Ceremony 

Lyric Excerpt from Sing You Home by the Ennis Sisters.  
They performed their song at the 75th anniversary of Juno 
Beach this year.  https://youtu.be/2JeuCgA0rFI 

 
Know that you will live 

On the lips of those who knew 
What it was you had to give 

and what it was they learned from you. 

 
I will sing you home 

Right now this all I know 
You always said you wanted me to 

So I will sing you home 
I will sing you home 

On November 11th, our students and staff 
attended assemblies honoring our veterans 
and serving soldiers. This time of the year is 
always a special time that our school 
community comes together and reflects on 
what true sacrifice is. Many of the students 
and staff contributed to make this a most 

reflective event. Our MC's - Rowan and Faye 
helped to set the tone of the program, a 
powerful dance piece was created and 
performed by Olivia, Taylor, Reese and Faye, 
Arla and Ziad from Mrs. Campbell's class 
helped us understand about treaties and 
honoured our indigenous veterans. The 

many students from Mr. Laidlaw, Mrs. Dow, 
Miss Filipcic, Mr. Hume and Mrs. Stuart's 
classes shared their various talents to convey 
the message of this important day. Mrs, 
Paulger organized the creation and 
placement of the various artworks 
surrounding the gymnasium. Mrs. Eaton has 
been a faithful assistant in printing the 
program and helping at the rehearsals. Any 
successful assembly could never be without 
the technical assistance of Mr. Kehler, Mr. 
Sproule, Jacob and his assistant, Connor. Each 
class had representatives that brought 
symbols like wreaths, candles, flowers, art 
pieces and birds of peace to the front.  It was 
such a sweet moment of seeing and hearing 
the younger students singing to Peace Like a 
River as one voice. Indeed, a most cherished 
memory. 

Donna Schulz,  
Teacher Librarian 

   Sing You Home - Remember Them At The Rooms 

An initiative of The Rooms in partnership with The Ennis  
Sisters, Shallaway Youth Choir and CBC. www.therooms.ca © 
2015 The Rooms Corporation All Rights Rese... 
youtu.be 

https://youtu.be/2JeuCgA0rFI
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 3 

 

 
Subway Lunch 

4 

 

 
Popcorn day 

5 6 

 

Kindergarten 

Concerts 

#1: 9:30am 

#2: 2:30pm 

7 

8 9 10 

Pizza lunch 

 

 
Grade 5-8 Concert 

#1: 9:15am 
#2: 2:00pm 

11 12 

 

Grade 1-4 

Concerts 

#1: 9:15am 

#2: 2:15pm 

13 14 

15 16 17 
 
 
 
subway Lunch 

18 

 

 

Popcorn day 

19 

 
 

Wok Box 
Lunch 

20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30 31 Jan 1 Jan 2 Jan3  

 

 

December 2019 
Dates to remember 

Christmas Break 

Christmas Break 


